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FATHER RAYMOND ROBSCB, PRBSIDBNT BMBRITOS,
DIBS SUNDAY OF APPARENT HEART ATTACK

DAYTON, Ohio -- The Rev. Raymond A. Roesch, S.M., who served
as president of the University of Dayton during two decades of
its greatest growth, died suddenly today of an apparent heart
attack, according to Brother George A. Deinlein, director of the
Marianist Community at Alumni Hall where Roesch lived on campus.
Roesch, UD president from 1959-79 and a 1936 UD graduate,
was 76 years old.

He had returned to the University in October

1989 to work as a special assistant to UD President Brother
Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., after retiring earlier that year as
president of Chaminade University in Hawaii.

In his new post, he

was helping to raise funds and to prepare materials for a written
history of the University in preparation for UD's 150th
anniversary in 2000.
"Somber is the only way to describe the feeling in Alumni
Hall tonight," Deinlein said.
indestructible, really.

"We've lost a good man.

He seemed

He was such a vigorous man."

Deinlein said Roesch had just returned to Dayton after
visiting his relatives in the east and was preparing to go on a
retreat for a week to St. Meinrad Abbey in Indiana when he was
found dead in his room at about 2:15 p.m.
"A nurse from the Marianist Care Center said he appeared to
have had a heart attack," Deinlein said.

"He definitely did have

a heart condition, but he kept news of his health to himself."
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A viewing will be held at the Immaculate Conception Chapel
at UD on Tuesday from 1 until 4 p.m., followed by a 5 p.m.
funeral Mass at Holy Angels Church.

Burial will be at 10 a.m. on

Wednesday at Queen of Heaven Cemetery at Mt. St. John-Bergamo.
The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the University of Dayton.
As 16th president of the University of Dayton, Roesch
witnessed explosive growth during his 20-year leadership--the
addition of nine new academic departments, six associate degree
programs, 18 bachelor degree programs and the reopening of the
School of Law.

Dubbed the "architect" of the UD campus, Roesch

guided the planning, fundraising and construction of 20 campus
facilities.

He also guided UD through the anti-war protests of

the late 1960s and served as chairman of a community group that
monitored the court-ordered desegregation of the Dayton Public
Schools.
"It is, of course, a major loss for the University, and I
know all of us in the University community are saddened because a
very dear and close friend is no longer with us," Fitz said.
was the founder of the modern University of Dayton.

"He

It was his

leadership and vision that have enabled it to be what it is
today."
For 15 years, Roesch had been under treatment for a heart
condition known as mitral stenosis, a narrowing of the heart
valve, which resulted from rheumatic fever during childhood.
always joked that he was living on borrowed time," Fitz said.

"He
"I

just saw him yesterday and he was in fine shape, but he has been
under doctor's care and taking medication."
Roesch was born Sept. 16, 1914, in Jenkintown, Pa.

He

entered the Society of Mary (Marianists) and professed his first
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vows on August 15, 1933, at Mt. St. John.
UD in 1936 with a degree in psychology.

Roesch graduated from
He received an M.A. in

psychology from Catholic University of America in 1945 and a
Doctor of Philosophy degree in psychology from Fordham University
in 1954.
Roesch taught at Cathedral Latin School in Cleveland from
1936-1941 and then at Chaminade High School in Mineola, N.Y.,
where he was also guidance director from 1945-1949.
Roesch chaired UD's department of psychology from 1952-1959,
when he succeeded the Rev. Andrew Seebold, S.M., as president.
In 1979, he received UD's Distinguished Alumnus Award, the board
of trustees named the University library in his honor and he was
given the title president emeritus.

Upon stepping down as UD's

president, he spent a year in Rome on sabbatical.

He became an

adviser to the president of Chaminade University, and in 1982,
when the school's president resigned, Roesch became acting
president, then president.
Roesch is survived by a brother, Frederick, of Middletown,
N.J., and two sisters, Eliese Frances Borgstede of Lake Grove,
N.Y., and Jeanne Therese Holmes of West Babylon, N.Y.
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